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How The Grinch Stole Christmas
     
How The  Grinch  Stole  Christmas is  a  poem by  Dr.  Seuss,  about  a  character  who  hates  Christmas,  so  he
decides to steal it. Read these extracts from the poem...

Every Who down in Whoville liked Christmas a lot...
But the Grinch,who lived just north of Whoville, Did NOT!
The Grinch hated Christmas! The whole Christmas season!
Now, please don't ask why. No one quite knows the reason.
It could be his head wasn't screwed on just right.
It could be, perhaps, that his shoes were too tight.
But I think that the most likely reason of all,
May have been that his heart was two sizes too small.
Whatever the reason, his heart or his shoes,
He stood there on Christmas Eve, hating the Whos,
Staring down from his cave with a sour, Grinchy frown,
At the warm lighted windows below in their town.

...the Grinch comes up with an idea to steal Christmas, and takes all the presents and decorations from the houses...

It was quarter past dawn... All the Whos, still a-bed,
All the Whos, still a-snooze when he packed up his sled,
Packed it up with their presents! The ribbons! The wrappings!
The tags! And the tinsel! The trimmings! The trappings!
Three thousand feet up! Up the side of Mt. Crumpit,
He rode with his load to the tiptop to dump it!
"Pooh-pooh to the Whos!" he was grinchishly humming.
"They're finding out now that no Christmas is coming!"
"They're just waking up! I know just what they'll do!"
"Their mouths will hang open a minute or two,
Then the Whos down in Whoville will all cry Boo Hoo!"
"That's a noise," grinned the Grinch, "That I simply MUST hear!"
So he paused. And the Grinch put his hand to his ear.
And he did hear a sound rising over the snow.
It started in low. Then it started to grow.
But the sound wasn't sad! Why, this sound sounded merry!
It couldn't be so! But it WAS merry! VERY!
He stared down at Whoville! The Grinch popped his eyes!
Then he shook! What he saw was a shocking surprise!
Every Who down in Whoville, the tall and the small,
Was singing! Without any presents at all!
He HADN'T stopped Christmas from coming! IT CAME!
Somehow or other, it came just the same!
And the Grinch, with his grinch-feet ice-cold in the snow,
Stood puzzling and puzzling: "How could it be so?"
"It came with out ribbons! It came without tags!"
"It came without packages, boxes or bags!"
And he puzzled three hours, till his puzzler was sore.
Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before!
"Maybe Christmas," he thought, "doesn't come from a store."
"Maybe Christmas...perhaps...means a little bit more!"
And what happened then? Well...in Whoville they say,
That the Grinch's small heart grew three sizes that day!
And the minute his heart didn't feel quite so tight,
He whizzed with his load through the bright morning light,
And he brought back the toys! And the food for the feast!
And he, HE HIMSELF! The Grinch carved the roast beast!
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Discussion Questions

How does Dr. Seuss use rhythm? Can you clap the beat of the poem?
What type of rhyming scheme is used?
Who is the audience for the poem? Is it for children, or adults, or both?
Why?
Is there a moral or message to this poem?
Do you think the poem is funny? Why/ why not?
What makes this poem fun or interesting to read or listen to?
Dr. Seuss has invented some of the words in this poem? Can you find
some examples?
Can you think of the reason why the Grinch hates Christmas?
Do you think the people of Who-ville were able to forgive the Grinch
for stealing their Christmas? Why/ why not?
Do you like the poem?

Tasks

Write 3 paragraphs about the poem.

Explain:
1) Could the Grinch have acted differently to deal with the stress of Christmas?
How?
2) How did the Who's deal with the loss of Christmas, and how did this affect the
Grinch?
3) What would you say to the Grinch about how he behaved to the Whos and
Christmas?

Then EITHER write a short poem about Christmas in the style of Dr. Seuss OR retell the story from
the point of view of the Grinch in your own style, using descriptive language.


